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France, had destroyed the feudal system in that country, and
in its place had established a standing army. This was the
first standing army created in Europe, and its possession in
an age when nothing of the kind existed in any other country
greatly increased Louis XI's strength.

In Germany the Empeior Fiederick III succeeded in 1477
in arranging a marriage between his son Maximilian, Arch-
duke of Austria, and Mary of Burgundy, the sole heiress of
Charles the Bold, by which Austria gained an accession of
territory extending from Holland to Switzerland This mar-
riage caused a great change in the state of Europe, to it is
due the rise of the house of Austria, and we are told "it begins
the era of the larger politics of modern times." In this matter
Louis XI entirely overreached himself. The rich and extensive
territories which Mary of Burgundy inherited stretched along
the most exposed frontier of France. By a continued course
of elaborate intrigues, Louis, while amusing the young
Duchess with a pioposal for a marriage with his son, the
Dauphin, which he never intended to carry out, sent troops
into her country, corrupted its leading men and then betrayed
them to execution, played every one false in turn, and was
rapidly seizing her whole territory. To save themselves from
him, the states of Flanders secretly negotiated with the Em-
peror for the above marriage between their young sovereign,
Mary, and his son; and in 1478, six months after her father's
death, Mary of Burgundy gave herself and all her wide terri-
tories to the young Maximilian, and Louis XI, to his great
disgust, had to disgorge.

In England the Wars of the Roses still continued, debarring
that country from taking any part in the politics of Europe.

In Spain in 1469 (the year that Lorenzo's rule in Florence
began) took place the marriage between Ferdinand, King of
Arragon, and Isabella, Queen of Castile, whereby for the first
time Spain entered as one country into European politics, this
marriage uniting the northern half of that country, though
the Moors still held the southern portion.